
Symposium of Education and Social Impact
15th of May, 2018 | 09 – 14 hrs



About CENTRO
Since its founding in 2004, CENTRO has become Mexico’s pioneer institution for higher learning in the field  
of creativity, currently providing its 2,500 students with the unique opportunity to transform their passion  
and talent into successful, cutting edge professional careers.

As its names suggests, CENTRO embraces the intersection of different fields such as creativity, business, 
technology and science. The school fosters a careful balance between thought, practice and action, reflected 
in its interdisciplinary and dynamic curriculum with an entrepreneurial and sustainable focus. CENTRO offers  
7 undergraduate degrees and 15 graduate degrees as well as a comprehensive continuous education program.

About the Symposium Series
The paradigm shift in educational processes, structures and systems, that has been taking place for more  
than two decades, makes discussion about the future of education imperative. The analysis and exploration  
of existing and emerging learning and teaching processes, structures, environments, technologies, initiatives 
and models is the principal aim of a series of annual international symposia designed and organized by CENTRO.

These events features leading figures from the fields of design and other disciplines, who discuss topical  
issues in education such as the implications of technology, old and new learning environments, maker culture, 
social innovation, coaching, mentoring, new educational roles, communication, connectivity, and experimental 
learning platforms. The event foments an ongoing exchange of experiences and ideas from different 
disciplines and geographies.

Santander Universia is the Founding Partner of the Symposium series and has generously supported the organization  
and dissemination of the event and its content since 2015.

Focus on Social Impact at CENTRO
From the very first recruitment of students and faculty in 2004, we considered that the urban environment 
and accessibility of the campus was an incentive to build a diverse and collaborative community.

These inclusive aspects were tremendously enhanced with the construction of the new CENTRO campus, 
which opened in 2015 (260,000sf). Located at the intersection of two major transit routes and at the edge  
of a complex, urban neighborhood, this campus is even more deeply embedded in the economic, cultural  
and political center of Mexico City.

Since the move to our new campus and the creation of our Social Design Hub, both the number of thesis 
projects and entrepreneurial ventures addressing social issues has risen significantly fostering the connectivity 
and collaborative opportunities with the surrounding neighborhoods.

Last year we showcased 77 projects in an exhibition called Milestones  – which highlighted that in little more 
than a decade, CENTRO has formed a new generation of creative leaders who are deeply concerned about 
social impact and their contribution to the future well-being of our world.



4th Symposium: Education and Social Impact

CENTRO’s ongoing commitment to social impact has been facilitated by a wide range 
of innovative institutions and visionary individuals who have generously collaborated 
with our school and shared experiences as well as resources. Additionally the growing 
concern created by the current volatile environment has generated further interest  
in exploring the role of education in regard to social issues.

Thus at our fourth Symposium on Education at CENTRO we are addressing social 
impact directly through a series of international conferences highlighting different 
aspects of the subject: Scalable educational models and structures, pioneering 
collaborations and projects, ground breaking programming, novel forms of resource 
generation and management, institutional values and commitment.

We will examine important case studies provided by various higher-education 
institutions and ask questions such as: What are higher education institutions doing 
to become agents of change that positively impact their communities and contexts? 
How are students being trained and educated to become future leaders and social 
innovators? What funding and management models are most effective for social 
impact initiatives in the educational field? What are the main opportunities and 
limitations of higher education in regard to social impact? The objective of the 
4th Symposium is to explore different experiences and ideas from various angles, 
to learn about new initiatives and to inspire participants and audience to consider 
education and social impact from a fresh perspective.

For more information write to simposio@centro.edu.mx
Previous registration at simposioconcordia.eventbrite.com
The symposium will be broadcast live through streaming. All the material will be 
documented and will be available through the CENTRO website (centro.edu.mx).

Program
09.00 – 09.15 Introduction | Kerstin Scheuch and Arturo Cherbowski
09.15 – 11.15 First round of conferences
11.15 – 11.45 Coffee break
11.45 – 13.45 Second round of conferences
13.45 – 14:00 Closing speech



Speakers who will to take us deeper into the world  
of Education and Social Impact

Carla Cipolla
Universidad Federal De Río De Janeiro

Chong Keng Hua
Singapore University of Thechnology and Design

Adam Thorpe
Central Saint Martins College of Arts and Design

Andrea Wilkinson
LUCA School of Arts

Niels Hendriks 
LUCA School of Arts

Roos Van Amstel
De Bildung Academie

Lawrence Zeegen
Ravensbourne

José Allard
Universidad Católica de Chile

With the support of

Blanca Zúñiga
Universidad de Talca


